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Day:  May 4 - 8 

Topic: Quarantine Habitat Portrait 

Standard: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11 

Time:  100 minutes. 

Overview 

Students will create a photograph/artwork inspired by the Quarantine Habitat public art 

project.  

Objectives 

This week students will 

● select personal objects to include in a portrait. 

● create a photograph or artwork that tells a story about their experiences in quarantine. 

 Grading Info 

Your work will be graded on effort and creativity. 

Assignment Instructions 

Kat Wilson’s series of Habitats portraits explore the lives and experience of the subjects they 

depict through elaborate setups of possessions that make up their everyday environments. 

Many of us are spending unprecedented time at home during the coronavirus pandemic and 
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Wilson is inviting people to participate in the series by creating their own Quarantine Habitat 

portrait to serve as a record of this moment. (See example below) 

HERE IS HOW! 

1. Choose your space. 

2. Choose a space that represents what this time is like for you. Where are you spending 

your time at home? 

3. Choose your objects. Pick 10 plus objects that represent your quarantine habitat. Think 

about the symbolism of these objects and have a reason for including each one. For 

example, curtains might represent hiding from the world. Who will be in your photo? 

Other than yourself, you can include family members, pets, toys, etc. You may need to 

have someone else take the picture if you don’t have a timer on your camera. 

4. Compose your setting. Set up your objects in a rough triangle if possible (can you see 

the triangular composition of the two photos below?). Step away and think about what 

objects stand out to create a triangle. You’ll pose at the top of the triangle in the center. 

5. If you are able to adjust the lighting to make your photograph more dramatic, give it a 

try! The best lighting should come in at a 45 degree angle, directed at where you’ll be 

sitting or standing. 

6. Your pose should be stoic and proud, like a member of a royal court. Experiment by 

taking several pictures, adjusting the angle or how much you zoom in. Submit your best 

picture. 

TIPS 

● You can use any camera, from your phone to professional equipment.  

● If you have a non-phone camera, the shutter speed should be 1/200th and the aperture 

should be at 8.0. 

Below are some Examples: 
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 (Both works are Public Domain) 


