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Day: Day 16 

Topic: Elements of Art 
Standard:  7, 8, 11 
Time: 30 minutes 

Overview 
This learning activity is for students to use when they do not have access to the course. This 
work will be graded and used to replace work that you missed while you were out of school. 

Objectives 

After completing this activity, students will be able to . . . 
● analyze a work of art 
● interpret intent and meaning in a work of art 

Assignment Instructions 

Read the lesson on the following pages and answer the questions about the artwork. You may 
need to refer back to this lesson when completing future AMI assignments. 

Grading Info 

Your work will be graded on effort, accuracy, and thoroughness. 

Elements of Art 

The elements of art are the basic building blocks artists use to create art. They are line, shape, 
form, value, color, texture, and space. You may have learned about these in other art classes; 
here is a review. 
 

Line is the path of a moving point. Lines can be created with pencils, pens, markers, sticks, 

and a number of different things. Lines can convey certain moods or personality in an artwork. 
Look at the examples in the image below. 



Offline Learning Activity for 
Visual Art 

 

 

             

Shapes are 2-dimensional (flat), having only height and width. They have no depth or 

volume. Shapes come in two varieties: geometric and organic (see above). 
 
Geometric shapes are very straight and rigid. Many of them you would easily recognize, such as 
circles, squares, and rectangles. Organic shapes are more commonly viewed in nature. These 
are shapes that often have irregular shapes and free-flowing sides. 

 

Form refers to an object being 

3-dimensional, or appearing to be 
3-dimensional like the examples to the left. 
Unlike shape, a form has height, width, and 
depth. 
 
 

Value is a range of light to dark in an artwork. When we use value to show light and dark in 

an artwork, this is known as shading. Shading can also be used to create a mood in artwork. 
 

 
Value gradation, or the gradual change of light to dark, is used to create the illusion of 
three-dimensional space on a flat plane. A wide range of values from white to gray to black can 
be very successful in showing volume. 
 

Color is created from light. When we observe a ray of light passing through a prism the ray of 

light is separated into individual colors. The bands of colors created from this process are called 
the color spectrum. The color spectrum consists of the brightest colors possible, which includes 
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red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet. We’ll go further into color and its properties in 
another lesson. 

 

Texture refers to how an object feels, or looks as if it feels, 

when touched. Real texture is texture that we can observe by 
touch; for example, the bark of a tree may feel rough and bumpy 
if touched. 
 
On the other hand, implied texture often suggests texture but is 
only an illusion. An object that has implied texture might appear 

to be rough and scratchy, however it is not. 
 

Space is the area around, between, and within components of an artwork. Artists create the 

feeling of space on flat surfaces in many ways. Some of these include 
 

● Position: By placing an object higher or lower on the paper, this creates the illusion that 
the object is closer or farther away. 

● Overlapping: By overlapping objects you can suggest that an object is closer, thus 
creating depth or space. 

● Size variation: By changing the size, you can create the illusion that an object is closer or 
farther away. Larger objects appear closer than smaller ones. 

● Value changes: When using different values of color try using lighter values for the 
background and darker values for the foreground. The lighter value suggests the illusion 
that objects are farther away. 

 
 
Artists also create the illusion of space with linear 
perspective. This is when all lines are directed 
toward one or more vanishing points, as in this 
picture. 
 
Look at the artwork on the next page and answer 
the questions. 
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Gustave Caillebotte. Paris Street: Rainy Day. 1877. Oil on canvas. 83.5” x 108.75”. Art Institute of Chicago. 
 

 

The subject matter of an artwork is the things you recognize. List what you see in this artwork. 

 
 

Describe the lines you see in this artwork. 

 
 

Describe the shapes and forms you see in this artwork. 
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Do you see ranges of value in this artwork? If so, where? 

 
 

How would you describe the color you see in this work (if your AMI is printed in color - if not, you may 
leave this blank. 

 
 

Describe the textures you see in this artwork. 

 
 

Describe the space you see in this artwork. 

 
 

What kind of mood did the artist create in this artwork? 

 
 

Imagine that you are viewing this work in a museum. How do you think it might be different than 
viewing it online or printed on paper? 

 
 
 

 


