
Offline Learning Activity for 
Visual Art 

 

Week: April 27 - May 1 

Topic: Limited Color Design 
Standard:  1, 2, 3, 10, 11 
Time: 100 minutes 

Overview 
This learning activity is for students to use when they do not have access to the course. This 
work will be graded and used to replace work that you missed while you were out of school. 

Objectives 

After completing this activity, students will be able to . . . 
● create a unified artwork with a limited color palette 

Assignment Instructions 

Using a limited number of colors in an artwork is a great way to give it a unified look. Repeating 
the same colors throughout a design creates a sense that everything is working together.  

The artist in the example used only 6 colored pencils - yellow, orange, red-orange, light blue, 
dark blue, and aqua green (plus a black Sharpie). There appear to be more colors because the 
artist blended two or more colors in some areas. Notice, also, that the amount of pressure 
when coloring can create light to dark values with a single color. 

Supplies you’ll need: 

● Paper 
● Pencil 
● Ruler or straight edge 
● Sharpie or black pen (if you have one) 
● Colored pencils (If you do not have colored pencils, DON’T go buy them! Use whatever 

you have and follow the guidelines the best you can; you may be limited depending 
upon what you have. Don’t sweat it!) 
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Here are the guidelines: 

● Use a ruler or straightedge to divide your paper into twelve sections, like in the 
example. 

● Draw a different design in each section, letting some of the shapes be “cut off” at the 
edge. (In other words, don’t “float” shapes in the center of the section without having 
some lines touch the boundary of the section.) Keep the designs fairly simple. 

● If you have a Sharpie or black pen, trace over all your lines. 
● Choose 6 or fewer colors for your design. Completely fill in your page. There should not 

be more than 10% of the white of the paper showing through. 
● Several of your shapes should demonstrate the following: 

○ A smooth transition from dark to light of a single color. 
○ Blending two colors (or more) to create a third color. 
○ Repeat the above techniques in other sections to create unity in your work. 

Grading Info 

Your work will be graded on following directions, effort, and creativity. 


