
Offline Learning Activity for 
Visual Art 

 

Day: Day 11 

Topic: Identity in Art 
Standard:  7, 8, 9 
Time: 30 minutes 

Overview 
This learning activity is for students to use when they do not have access to the course. This 
work will be graded and used to replace work that you missed while you were out of school. 

Objectives 

After completing this activity, students will be able to . . . 
● evaluate the ways in which artists express their identities 
● examine the effect of culture and environment on artists’ work 
● evaluate art by considering subject matter, mood, and context 

Assignment Instructions 

Read the lesson and answer all the questions. 

Grading Info 

This assignment is worth 20 points. Your work will be graded on effort and thoroughness. 

 

 

Identity in Art 

Overview: Identity refers to an individual's unique personality. A person's identity can be 
formed from a number of factors: gender, ethnicity, interests, or background. 
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Identity separates you from your peers, it's what makes you unique. 

In this lesson you'll be exploring how visual artists express their identity through their 
art-making. 

Lorna Simpson 

Lorna Simpson, "Stereostyles." 1988. 

Lorna Simpson is a contemporary artist from Brooklyn, New York. Her work explores how 
African American's are viewed based on their physical attributes. She works in the medium of 
photography. She photographs her subjects from the back, or with their eyes shrouded in some 
way. The purpose of her work is to convey to the viewer the stereotypes and biases that are 
applied to her subject matter. She has been quoted as saying that if her subject matter were 
Caucasian people, her work would be considered understood universally.  Look at her work 
above and below and answer the following questions.  

What do you think the artists means when she says that if her subject matter were Caucasian 
people, her work would be considered understood universally? 
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As you can see, Simpson wants to bring to light how African Americans 
have been viewed in society based upon their physical characteristics 
such as hair and lips. Simpson wants the viewer to make their own 
connections about the work and its meaning based upon their own 
background, identity, and life experiences.  

What do you wonder about these photographs, and the subject matter? 

 

 

What do you notice?  

 

 

How do they make you feel? 

 

 

Do you associate these with anything, or anyone? 

 

 

Lorna Simpson, "7 Mouths." 1993. 
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Wayne Thiebaud 

Sometimes part of an artist's identity can be found in the style they work. Style in art is the 

personal way of using the art elements and principles to reproduce what they see and to 

express their ideas and feelings. Style can also refer to a group of artists who work in the same 

style, or movement.  

Wayne Thiebaud, "Pie Rows." 1961. Oil on Canvas 

Wayne Thiebuad was born in Mesa, AZ in 1920. He is a printmaker and painter. His paintings 
incorporate thick lines and common American subject matter.  

Wayne Thiebaud was a part of the Pop Art Movement. This was a movement that focused on 
everyday objects or popular/iconic subject matter. The subject matter was presented using 
simple lines and shapes. You will recall from the video that Andy Warhol also worked in this 
style. Thiebaud was quoted as saying that even though he thought his paintings of cakes and 
hot dogs were ridiculous, he couldn't stop painting them. (Wayne Thiebaud is Not a Pop Artist. 
(2011). Smithsonian.) 
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These paintings are an example of Classic Americana. They take us back to a time when people 
would go to soda shops for a burger and french fries. How would it benefit an artist to work in a 
specific style? How does style affect an artist's identity? 

Look at Thiebaud’s work above and answer these questions. 

What do you notice about the work? 

 
 
 

What do you wonder about it? 

 
 
 

How does it make you feel? 

 
 
 

How do you think the artist expressed his identity in this artwork? 

 
 
 

Most of Thiebaud’s work has thick paint with a lot of texture as seen here. How do you think 
it benefits an artist to work in a specific style? 

 
 
 

How does the style of an artist’s work affect his or her identity? 

 
 
 

 


